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ITEM 8.01. OTHER EVENTS.

On March 31, 2005, Wintrust Financial Corporation (the "Company")
announced the completion of its previously announced acquisition of First
Northwest Bancorp, Inc. Attached as Exhibit 99.1 is a copy of the press release
relating to the announcement, which is incorporated herein by reference.

ITEM 9.01. EXHIBITS.

Exhibit 99.1 Press Release dated March 31, 2005.
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