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ITEM 8.01. OTHER EVENTS.

On December 14, 2004, Wintrust Financial Corporation announced the
pricing of a public offering of 1,200,000 shares of its common stock at $59.50
per share. All of the shares to be sold in the offering are being offered by an
affiliate of RBC Capital Markets Corporation in connection with a forward sale
agreement. RBC Capital Markets Corporation also has granted an option to the
underwriters of the offering to purchase up to an additional 180,000 shares to
cover over-allotments, if any. A copy of the press release relating to the
announcement is attached hereto as Exhibit 99.1 and incorporated herein by
reference.

ITEM 9.01(c). EXHIBITS.

Exhibit 99.1 Press Release dated December 14, 2004
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