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PARTI
ITEM 1. BUSINESS
The Company

Lakeland Financial Corporation (“Lakeland Financial”), an Indiana corporation incorporated in 1983, is a bank holding
company headquartered in Warsaw, Indiana that provides, through its wholly-owned subsidiary Lake City Bank (the
“Bank” and together with Lakeland Financial, the “Company”), a broad array of products and services throughout its
Northern and Central Indiana markets. The Company offers commercial and consumer banking services, as well as
trust and wealth management, brokerage, and treasury management commercial services. The Company serves a wide
variety of industries including, among others, manufacturing, agriculture, construction, retail, services, health care and
transportation. The Company’s customer base is similarly diverse. The Company is not dependent upon any single
industry or customer. At December 31, 2013, Lakeland Financial had consolidated total assets of $3.2 billion and was
the fourth largest independent bank holding company headquartered in the State of Indiana.

Company’s Business. The Company is a bank holding company as defined in the Bank Holding Company Act of 1956,
as amended. The Company owns all of the outstanding stock of the Bank, a full-service commercial bank organized
under Indiana law. The Company conducts no business except that incident to its ownership of the outstanding stock
of the Bank and the operation of the Bank. Although Lakeland Financial is a corporate entity, legally separate and
distinct from its affiliates, bank holding companies such as Lakeland Financial are required to act as a source of
financial strength for their subsidiary banks. The principal source of Lakeland Financial’s income is dividends from the
Bank. There are certain regulatory restrictions on the extent to which subsidiary banks can pay dividends or otherwise
supply funds to their holding companies. See the section captioned “Supervision and Regulation” below for further
discussion of these matters. Lakeland Financial’s executive offices are located at 202 East Center Street, Warsaw,
Indiana 46580, and its telephone number is (574) 267-6144.

Bank’s Business. The Bank was originally organized in 1872 and has continuously operated under the laws of the State
of Indiana since its organization. As of December 31, 2013, the Bank had 45 offices in thirteen counties throughout
Northern and Central Indiana. The Bank opened a 46th office in the Indianapolis market in January 2014. The Bank’s
deposits are insured by the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (the “FDIC”). The Bank’s activities cover all phases
of commercial banking, including deposit products, commercial and consumer lending, retail and merchant credit card
services, corporate treasury management services, and wealth advisory, trust and brokerage services.

The Bank’s business strategy is focused on building long-term relationships with its customers based on top quality
service, high ethical standards and safe and sound lending. The Bank operates as a community-based financial
services organization augmented by experienced, centralized support in select critical areas. The Bank’s local market
orientation is reflected in its regional management, which divides the Bank’s market area into five distinct geographic
regions each headed by a retail and commercial regional manager. This arrangement allows decision making to be as
close to the customer as possible and enhances responsiveness to local banking needs. Despite this local market,
community-based focus, the Bank offers many of the products and services available at much larger regional and
national competitors. While our strategy encompasses all phases of traditional community banking, including
consumer lending and wealth advisory and trust services, we focus on building expansive commercial relationships
and developing retail and commercial deposit gathering strategies through relationship-based client services.
Substantially all of the Bank’s assets and income are located in and derived from the United States. At December 31,
2013, the Company had 497 full-time equivalent employees. The Company is not a party to any collective bargaining
agreements, and employee relations are considered good.
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Operating Segments. The Company’s chief decision-makers monitor and evaluate financial performance on a
Company-wide basis. All of the Company’s financial service operations are similar and considered by management to
be aggregated into one reportable operating segment. While the Company has assigned certain management
responsibilities by region and business-line, the Company's chief decision-makers monitor and evaluate financial
performance on a Company-wide basis. The majority of the Company's revenue is from the business of banking and
the Company's assigned regions have similar economic characteristics, products, services and customers. Accordingly,
all of the Company’s operations are considered by management to be aggregated in one reportable operating segment.

Expansion Strategy. Since 1990, the Company has expanded from 17 offices in four Indiana counties to 46 branches
in thirteen Indiana counties primarily through de novo branching. During this period, the Company has grown its
assets from $286 million to $3.2 billion, an increase of 1,010%. Mergers and acquisitions have not played a role in
this growth as the Company’s expansion strategy has been driven by organic growth. The Company has opened three
de novo branches in the past five years.
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Over the past fifteen years, the Company has primarily targeted growth in the larger cities located in Northern Indiana
and the Indianapolis market in Central Indiana. The Company believes these areas offer above average growth
potential with attractive demographics. The Company considers expanding into a market when the Company believes
that market would be receptive to its strategic plan to deliver broad-based financial services with a commitment to
local communities. When entering new markets, the Company believes it is critical to attract experienced local
management and staff with a similar philosophy in order to provide a basis for success. The Company does not
currently have any definitive understandings or agreements for any acquisitions or de novo expansion.

Competition. The financial services industry is highly competitive. Competition is based on a number of factors
including, among others, customer service, quality and range of products and services offered, price, reputation,
interest rates on loans and deposits, lending limits and customer convenience. Our competitors include banks, thrifts,
credit unions, farm credit services, finance companies, personal loan companies, brokerage firms, investment
companies, insurance companies, mortgage banking companies, credit card issuers, mutual fund companies and
e-commerce and other internet-based companies offering financial services. Many of these competitors enjoy fewer
regulatory constraints and some may have lower cost structures.

Forward-looking Statements

This document (including information incorporated by reference) contains, and future oral and written statements of

the Company and its management may contain, forward-looking statements, within the meaning of such term in the

Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995, with respect to the financial condition, results of operations, plans,
objectives, future performance and business of the Company. Forward-looking statements, which may be based upon

beliefs, expectations and assumptions of the Company’s management and on information currently available to

management, are generally identifiable by the use of words such as “believe,” “expect,” “anticipate,” “plan,” “intend,” “estima
“may,” “will,” “would,” “could,” “should” or other similar expressions. Additionally, all statements in this document, includin;
forward-looking statements, speak only as of the date they are made, and the Company undertakes no obligation to

update any statement in light of new information or future events.

LT LT3

The Company’s ability to predict results or the actual effect of future plans or strategies is inherently uncertain. The
factors, which could have a material adverse effect on the operations and future prospects of the Company and its
subsidiaries, are detailed in the “Risk Factors” section included under Item 1A. of Part I of this Form 10-K. In addition
to the risk factors described in that section, there are other factors that may impact any public company, including
ours, which could have a material adverse effect on the operations and future prospects of the Company and its
subsidiaries. These additional factors include, but are not limited to, the following:

ethe effects of future economic, business and market conditions and changes, both domestic and foreign, including
seasonality;

o governmental monetary and fiscal policies;
e legislative and regulatory changes, including changes in banking, securities and tax laws and regulations and their
application by our regulators, such as the Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act of 2010

(the “Dodd-Frank Act”);

echanges in the scope and cost of FDIC insurance, the state of Indiana’s Public Deposit Insurance Fund and other
coverages;

. changes in accounting policies, rules and practices;



Edgar Filing: LAKELAND FINANCIAL CORP - Form 10-K

the risks of changes in interest rates on the levels, composition and costs of deposits, loan demand, and the values
and liquidity of loan collateral, securities and other interest sensitive assets and liabilities;

ethe failure of assumptions and estimates underlying the establishment of reserves for possible loan losses and other
estimates;

o changes in borrowers’ credit risks and payment behaviors;
. changes in the availability and cost of credit and capital in the financial markets;
o changes in the prices, values and sales volumes of residential and commercial real estate;

sthe effects of competition from a wide variety of local, regional, national and other providers of financial,
investment and insurance services;

ethe risks of mergers, acquisitions and divestitures, including, without limitation, the related time and costs of
implementing such transactions, integrating operations as part of these transactions and possible failures to achieve

expected gains, revenue growth and/or expense savings from such transactions;

e  changes in technology or products that may be more difficult, costly or less effective than anticipated;
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sthe effects of war or other conflicts, acts of terrorism or other catastrophic events, including storms, droughts,
tornados and flooding, that may affect general economic conditions, including agricultural production and demand
and prices for agricultural goods and land used for agricultural purposes, generally and in our markets;

ethe failure of assumptions and estimates used in our reviews of our loan portfolio and our analysis of our capital
position; and

° other factors and risks described under “Risk Factors™ herein.

These risks and uncertainties should be considered in evaluating forward-looking statements and undue reliance
should not be placed on such statements. For additional information regarding these and other risks, uncertainties and
other factors, please review the disclosure in this annual report under “Risk Factors.”

Internet Website

The Company maintains an internet site at www.lakecitybank.com. The Company makes available free of charge on
this site its annual report on Form 10-K, quarterly reports on Form 10-Q, current reports on Form 8-K and other

reports filed or furnished pursuant to Section 13(a) or 15(d) of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, as amended (the
“Exchange Act”), as soon as reasonably practicable after it electronically files such material with, or furnishes it to, the
Securities and Exchange Commission (the “SEC”). All such documents filed with the SEC are also available for free on
the SEC’s website (www.sec.gov). The Company’s Articles of Incorporation, Bylaws, Code of Conduct and the
charters of its various committees of the Board of Directors are also available on the website.

SUPERVISION AND REGULATION
General

Financial institutions, their holding companies and their affiliates are extensively regulated under federal and state
law. As a result, the growth and earnings performance of the Company may be affected not only by management
decisions and general economic conditions, but also by requirements of federal and state statutes and by the
regulations and policies of various bank regulatory agencies, including the Indiana Department of Financial
Institutions (the “DFI”), the Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System (the “Federal Reserve”), the Federal
Deposit Insurance Corporation (the “FDIC”) and the Bureau of Consumer Financial Protection (the “CFPB”).
Furthermore, taxation laws administered by the Internal Revenue Service and state taxing authorities, accounting rules
developed by the Financial Accounting Standards Board (the “FASB”) and securities laws administered by the SEC and
state securities authorities have an impact on the business of the Company. The effect of these statutes, regulations,
regulatory policies and accounting rules are significant to the operations and results of the Company and Bank, and
the nature and extent of future legislative, regulatory or other changes affecting financial institutions are impossible to
predict with any certainty.

Federal and state banking laws impose a comprehensive system of supervision, regulation and enforcement on the
operations of financial institutions, their holding companies and affiliates that is intended primarily for the protection

of the FDIC-insured deposits and depositors of banks, rather than shareholders. These federal and state laws, and the
regulations of the bank regulatory agencies issued under them, affect, among other things, the scope of business, the
kinds and amounts of investments banks may make, reserve requirements, capital levels relative to operations, the
nature and amount of collateral for loans, the establishment of branches, the ability to merge, consolidate and acquire,
dealings with insiders and affiliates and the payment of dividends. Moreover, turmoil in the credit markets in recent
years prompted the enactment of unprecedented legislation that has allowed the U.S. Department of the Treasury (the
“Treasury”) to make equity capital available to qualifying financial institutions to help restore confidence and stability in
the U.S. financial markets, which imposes additional requirements on institutions in which the Treasury has an
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investment.

This supervisory and regulatory framework subjects banks and bank holding companies to regular examination by
their respective regulatory agencies, which results in examination reports and ratings that are not publicly available
and that can impact the conduct and growth of their business. These examinations consider not only compliance with
applicable laws and regulations, but also capital levels, asset quality and risk, management ability and performance,
earnings, liquidity, and various other factors. The regulatory agencies generally have broad discretion to impose
restrictions and limitations on the operations of a regulated entity where the agencies determine, among other things,
that such operations are unsafe or unsound, fail to comply with applicable law or are otherwise inconsistent with laws
and regulations or with the supervisory policies of these agencies.

The following is a summary of the material elements of the supervisory and regulatory framework applicable to the
Company and the Bank. It does not describe all of the statutes, regulations and regulatory policies that apply, nor does
it restate all of the requirements of those that are described. The descriptions are qualified in their entirety by reference
to the particular statutory and regulatory provision.
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On July 21, 2010, President Obama signed the Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act (the
“Dodd-Frank Act”) into law. The Dodd-Frank Act represents a sweeping reform of the U.S. supervisory and regulatory
framework applicable to financial institutions and capital markets in the wake of the global financial crisis, certain
aspects of which are described below in more detail. In particular, and among other things, the Dodd-Frank Act:
created a Financial Stability Oversight Council as part of a regulatory structure for identifying emerging systemic
risks and improving interagency cooperation; created the CFPB, which is authorized to regulate providers of
consumer credit, savings, payment and other consumer financial products and services; narrowed the scope of federal
preemption of state consumer laws enjoyed by national banks and federal savings associations and expanded the
authority of state attorneys general to bring actions to enforce federal consumer protection legislation; imposed more
stringent capital requirements on bank holding companies and subjected certain activities, including interstate mergers
and acquisitions, to heightened capital conditions; with respect to mortgage lending, (i) significantly expanded
requirements applicable to loans secured by 1-4 family residential real property, (ii) imposed strict rules on mortgage
servicing, and (iii) required the originator of a securitized loan, or the sponsor of a securitization, to retain at least 5%
of the credit risk of securitized exposures unless the underlying exposures are qualified residential mortgages or meet
certain underwriting standards; repealed the prohibition on the payment of interest on business checking accounts;
restricted the interchange fees payable on debit card transactions for issuers with $10 billion in assets or greater; in the
so-called “Volcker Rule,” subject to numerous exceptions, prohibited depository institutions and affiliates from certain
investments in, and sponsorship of, hedge funds and private equity funds and from engaging in proprietary trading;
provided for enhanced regulation of advisers to private funds and of the derivatives markets; enhanced oversight of
credit rating agencies; and prohibited banking agency requirements tied to credit ratings. These statutory changes
shifted the regulatory framework for financial institutions, impacted the way in which they do business and have the
potential to constrain revenues.

Numerous provisions of the Dodd-Frank Act are required to be implemented through rulemaking by the appropriate
federal regulatory agencies. Many of the required regulations have been issued and others have been released for
public comment, but there remain a number that have yet to be released in any form. Furthermore, while the reforms
primarily target systemically important financial service providers, their influence is expected to filter down in
varying degrees to smaller institutions over time. Management of the Company and the Bank will continue to evaluate
the effect of the Dodd-Frank Act changes; however, in many respects, the ultimate impact of the Dodd-Frank Act will
not be fully known for years, and no current assurance may be given that the Dodd-Frank Act, or any other new
legislative changes, will not have a negative impact on the results of operations and financial condition of the
Company and the Bank.

The Increasing Regulatory Emphasis on Capital

Regulatory capital represents the net assets of a financial institution available to absorb losses. Because of the risks
attendant to their business, depository institutions are generally required to hold more capital than other businesses,
which directly affects earnings capabilities. While capital has historically been one of the key measures of the
financial health of both bank holding companies and banks, its role is becoming fundamentally more important in the
wake of the global financial crisis, as the banking regulators recognized that the amount and quality of capital held by
banks prior to the crisis was insufficient to absorb losses during periods of severe stress. Certain provisions of the
Dodd-Frank Act and Basel 111, discussed below, establish strengthened capital standards for banks and bank holding
companies, require more capital to be held in the form of common stock and disallow certain funds from being
included in capital determinations. Once fully implemented, these standards will represent regulatory capital
requirements that are meaningfully more stringent than those in place currently and historically.

10



Edgar Filing: LAKELAND FINANCIAL CORP - Form 10-K

The Company and Bank Required Capital Levels. Bank holding companies have historically had to comply with less
stringent capital standards than their bank subsidiaries and were able to raise capital with hybrid instruments such as
trust preferred securities. The Dodd-Frank Act mandated the Federal Reserve to establish minimum capital levels for
bank holding companies on a consolidated basis that are as stringent as those required for insured depository
institutions. As a consequence, the components of holding company permanent capital known as “Tier 1 Capital” are
being restricted to capital instruments that are considered to be Tier 1 Capital for insured depository institutions. A
result of this change is that the proceeds of hybrid instruments, such as trust preferred securities, are being excluded
from Tier 1 Capital unless such securities were issued prior to May 19, 2010 by bank holding companies with less
than $15 billion of assets, subject to certain restrictions. Because the Company has assets of less than $15 billion, it is
able to maintain its trust preferred proceeds, subject to certain restrictions, as Tier 1 Capital but will have to comply
with new capital mandates in other respects and will not be able to raise Tier 1 Capital in the future through the
issuance of trust preferred securities.

Under current federal regulations, the Bank is subject to, and, after January 1, 2015, the Company will be subject to,
the following minimum capital standards:

® A leverage requirement, consisting of a minimum ratio of Tier 1 Capital to total adjusted book assets of 3% for the
most highly-rated banks with a minimum requirement of at least 4% for all others, and

11
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¢ A risk-based capital requirement, consisting of a minimum ratio of Total Capital to total risk-weighted assets of 8%
and a minimum ratio of Tier 1 Capital to total risk-weighted assets of 4%, and

e For this purpose, “Tier 1 Capital” consists primarily of common stock, noncumulative perpetual preferred stock and
related surplus less intangible assets (other than certain loan servicing rights and purchased credit card
relationships). Total Capital consists primarily of Tier 1 Capital plus “Tier 2 Capital,” which includes other
non-permanent capital items, such as certain other debt and equity instruments that do not qualify as Tier 1 Capital,
and a portion of the Bank’s allowance for loan and lease losses, and

¢ Further, risk-weighted assets for the purposes of the risk-weighted ratio calculations are balance sheet assets and
off-balance sheet exposures to which required risk weightings of 0% to 100% are applied.

The capital standards described above are minimum requirements and will be increased under Basel 111, as discussed
below. Bank regulatory agencies are uniformly requiring banks and bank holding companies to be “well-capitalized”
and, to that end, federal law and regulations provide various incentives for banking organizations to maintain
regulatory capital at levels in excess of minimum regulatory requirements. For example, a banking organization that is
“well-capitalized” may: (i) qualify for exemptions from prior notice or application requirements otherwise applicable to
certain types of activities; (ii) qualify for expedited processing of other required notices or applications; and (iii)

accept brokered deposits. Under the capital regulations of the Federal Reserve, in order to be “well-capitalized,” a
banking organization, under current federal regulations, must maintain:

e A leverage ratio of Tier 1 Capital to total assets of 5% or greater, and
e A ratio of Tier 1 Capital to total risk-weighted assets of 6% or greater, and
¢ A ratio of Total Capital to total risk-weighted assets of 10% or greater.

The Federal Reserve guidelines also provide that banks and bank holding companies experiencing internal growth or
making acquisitions will be expected to maintain capital positions substantially above the minimum supervisory levels
without significant reliance on intangible assets. Furthermore, the guidelines indicate that the agencies will continue to
consider a “tangible Tier 1 leverage ratio” (deducting all intangibles) in evaluating proposals for expansion or to engage
in new activities.

Higher capital levels may also be required if warranted by the particular circumstances or risk profiles of individual
banking organizations. For example, the Federal Reserve’s capital guidelines contemplate that additional capital may
be required to take adequate account of, among other things, interest rate risk, or the risks posed by concentrations of
credit, nontraditional activities or securities trading activities. Further, any banking organization experiencing or
anticipating significant growth would be expected to maintain capital ratios, including tangible capital positions (i.e.,
Tier 1 Capital less all intangible assets), well above the minimum levels.

Prompt Corrective Action. A banking organization’s capital plays an important role in connection with regulatory
enforcement as well. Federal law provides the federal banking regulators with broad power to take prompt corrective
action to resolve the problems of undercapitalized institutions. The extent of the regulators’ powers depends on
whether the institution in question is “adequately capitalized,” “undercapitalized,” “significantly undercapitalized” or
“critically undercapitalized,” in each case as defined by regulation. Depending upon the capital category to which an
institution is assigned, the regulators’ corrective powers include: (i) requiring the institution to submit a capital
restoration plan; (ii) limiting the institution’s asset growth and restricting its activities; (iii) requiring the institution to
issue additional capital stock (including additional voting stock) or to sell itself; (iv) restricting transactions between
the institution and its affiliates; (v) restricting the interest rate the institution may pay on deposits; (vi) ordering a new
election of directors of the institution; (vii) requiring that senior executive officers or directors be dismissed; (viii)

12
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prohibiting the institution from accepting deposits from correspondent banks; (ix) requiring the institution to divest
certain subsidiaries; (x) prohibiting the payment of principal or interest on subordinated debt; and (xi) ultimately,
appointing a receiver for the institution.

As of December 31, 2013: (i) the Bank was not subject to a directive from the Federal Reserve to increase its capital
to an amount in excess of the minimum regulatory capital requirements; and (ii) the Bank was “well-capitalized,” as
defined by Federal Reserve regulations. As of December 31, 2013, the Company had regulatory capital in excess of
the Federal Reserve’s requirements and met the Dodd-Frank Act requirements.

The Basel International Capital Accords. The current risk-based capital guidelines described above, which apply to the
Bank and are being phased in for the Company, are based upon the 1988 capital accord known as “Basel I’ adopted by
the international Basel Committee on Banking Supervision, a committee of central banks and bank supervisors, as
implemented by the U.S. federal banking regulators on an interagency basis. In 2008, the banking agencies
collaboratively began to phase-in capital standards based on a second capital accord, referred to as “Basel II,” for large
or “core” international banks (generally defined for U.S. purposes as having total assets of $250 billion or more, or
consolidated foreign exposures of $10 billion or more). Basel II emphasized internal assessment of credit, market and
operational risk, as well as supervisory assessment and market discipline in determining minimum capital
requirements.

13
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On September 12, 2010, the Group of Governors and Heads of Supervision, the oversight body of the Basel
Committee on Banking Supervision, announced agreement on a strengthened set of capital requirements for banking
organizations around the world, known as Basel III, to address deficiencies recognized in connection with the global
financial crisis. Basel III was intended to be effective globally on January 1, 2013, with phase-in of certain elements
continuing until January 1, 2019, and it is currently effective in many countries.

U.S. Implementation of Basel III. After an extended rulemaking process that included a prolonged comment period, in
July 2013 the U.S. federal banking agencies approved the implementation of the Basel III regulatory capital reforms in
pertinent part, and, at the same time, promulgated rules effecting certain changes required by the Dodd-Frank Act (the
“Basel III Rule”). In contrast to capital requirements historically, which were in the form of guidelines, Basel III was
released in the form of regulations by each of the agencies. The Basel III Rule is applicable to all U.S. banks that are
subject to minimum capital requirements, including federal and state banks and savings and loan associations, as well
as to bank and savings and loan holding companies other than “small bank holding companies” (generally bank holding
companies with consolidated assets of less than $500 million).

The Basel III Rule not only increases most of the required minimum capital ratios, but it introduces the concept of
Common Equity Tier 1 Capital, which consists primarily of common stock, related surplus (net of Treasury stock),
retained earnings, and Common Equity Tier 1 minority interests subject to certain regulatory adjustments. The Basel
IIT Rule also expanded the definition of capital as in effect currently by establishing more stringent criteria that
instruments must meet to be considered Additional Tier 1 Capital (Tier 1 Capital in addition to Common Equity) and
Tier 2 Capital. A number of instruments that now qualify as Tier 1 Capital will not qualify, or their qualifications will
change. For example, cumulative preferred stock and certain hybrid capital instruments, including trust preferred
securities, will no longer qualify as Tier 1 Capital of any kind, with the exception, subject to certain restrictions, of
such instruments issued before May 10, 2010, by bank holding companies with total consolidated assets of less than
$15 billion as of December 31, 2009. For those institutions, trust preferred securities and other nonqualifying capital
instruments currently included in consolidated Tier 1 Capital are permanently grandfathered under the Basel III Rule,
subject to certain restrictions. Noncumulative perpetual preferred stock, which now qualifies as simple Tier 1 Capital,
will not qualify as Common Equity Tier 1 Capital, but will qualify as Additional Tier 1 Capital. The Basel III Rule
also constrains the inclusion of minority interests, mortgage-servicing assets, and deferred tax assets in capital and
requires deductions from Common Equity Tier 1 Capital in the event such assets exceed a certain percentage of a
bank’s Common Equity Tier 1 Capital.

The Basel III Rule requires:
® A new required ratio of minimum Common Equity Tier 1 equal to 4.5% of risk-weighted assets;

® An increase in the minimum required amount of Tier 1 Capital from the current level of 4% of total assets to 6% of
risk-weighted assets;

® A continuation of the current minimum required amount of Total Capital (Tier 1 plus Tier 2) at 8% of risk-weighted
assets; and

* A minimum leverage ratio of Tier 1 Capital to total assets equal to 4% in all circumstances.

In addition, institutions that seek the freedom to make capital distributions (including for dividends and repurchases of
stock) and pay discretionary bonuses to executive officers without restriction must also maintain 2.5% in Common
Equity Tier 1 attributable to a capital conservation buffer to be phased in over three years beginning in 2016. The
purpose of the conservation buffer is to ensure that banks maintain a buffer of capital that can be used to absorb losses
during periods of financial and economic stress. Factoring in the fully phased-in conservation buffer increases the
minimum ratios depicted above to 7% for Common Equity Tier 1, 8.5% for Tier 1 Capital and 10.5% for Total

14
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The Basel III Rule maintained the general structure of the current prompt corrective action framework, while
incorporating the increased requirements. The prompt corrective action guidelines were also revised to add the
Common Equity Tier 1 Capital ratio. In order to be a “well-capitalized” depository institution under the new regime, a
bank and holding company must maintain a Common Equity Tier 1 Capital ratio of 6.5% or more; a Tier 1 Capital
ratio of 8% or more; a Total Capital ratio of 10% or more; and a leverage ratio of 5% or more. It is possible under the
Basel III Rule to be well-capitalized while remaining out of compliance with the capital conservation buffer discussed
above.

15



Edgar Filing: LAKELAND FINANCIAL CORP - Form 10-K

Table of Contents

The Basel III Rule revises a number of the risk weightings (or their methodologies) for bank assets that are used to
determine the capital ratios. For nearly every class of assets, the Basel III Rule requires a more complex, detailed and
calibrated assessment of credit risk and calculation of risk weightings. While Basel III would have changed the risk
weighting for residential mortgage loans based on loan-to-value ratios and certain product and underwriting
characteristics, there was concern in the United States that the proposed methodology for risk weighting residential
mortgage exposures and the higher risk weightings for certain types of mortgage products would increase costs to
consumers and reduce their access to mortgage credit. As a result, the Basel III Rule did not effect this change, and
banks will continue to apply a risk weight of 50% or 100% to their exposure from residential mortgages.

Furthermore, there was significant concern noted by the financial industry in connection with the Basel III rulemaking
as to the proposed treatment of accumulated other comprehensive income (“AOCI”). Basel III requires unrealized gains
and losses on available-for-sale securities to flow through to regulatory capital as opposed to the current treatment,
which neutralizes such effects. Recognizing the problem for community banks, the U.S. bank regulatory agencies
adopted the Basel III Rule with a one-time election for smaller institutions like the Company and the Bank to opt out
of including most elements of AOCI in regulatory capital. This opt-out, which must be made in the first quarter of
2015, would exclude from regulatory capital both unrealized gains and losses on available-for-sale debt securities and
accumulated net gains and losses on cash-flow hedges and amounts attributable to defined benefit post-retirement
plans. The Company plans to make the opt-out election.

Generally, financial institutions (except for large, internationally active financial institutions) become subject to the
new rules on January 1, 2015. However, there will be separate phase-in/phase-out periods for: (i) the capital
conservation buffer; (ii) regulatory capital adjustments and deductions; (iii) nonqualifying capital instruments; and (iv)
changes to the prompt corrective action rules. The phase-in periods commence on January 1, 2016 and extend until
2019.

The Company

General. The Company, as the sole shareholder of the Bank, is a bank holding company. As a bank holding company,
the Company is registered with, and is subject to regulation by, the Federal Reserve under the Bank Holding Company
Act of 1956, as amended (the “BHCA?”). In accordance with Federal Reserve policy, and as now codified by the
Dodd-Frank Act, the Company is legally obligated to act as a source of financial strength to the Bank and to commit
resources to support the Bank in circumstances where the Company might not otherwise do so. Under the BHCA, the
Company is subject to periodic examination by the Federal Reserve. The Company is required to file with the Federal
Reserve periodic reports of the Company’s operations and such additional information regarding the Company and its
subsidiaries as the Federal Reserve may require. The Company is also subject to regulation by the DFI under Indiana
law.

Acquisitions, Activities and Change in Control. The primary purpose of a bank holding company is to control and
manage banks. The BHCA generally requires the prior approval of the Federal Reserve for any merger involving a
bank holding company or any acquisition by a bank holding company of another bank or bank holding company.
Subject to certain conditions (including deposit concentration limits established by the BHCA and the Dodd-Frank
Act), the Federal Reserve may allow a bank holding company to acquire banks located in any state of the United
States. In approving interstate acquisitions, the Federal Reserve is required to give effect to applicable state law
limitations on the aggregate amount of deposits that may be held by the acquiring bank holding company and its
insured depository institution affiliates in the state in which the target bank is located (provided that those limits do
not discriminate against out-of-state depository institutions or their holding companies) and state laws that require that
the target bank have been in existence for a minimum period of time (not to exceed five years) before being acquired
by an out-of-state bank holding company. Furthermore, in accordance with the Dodd-Frank Act, bank holding
companies must be well-capitalized and well-managed in order to effect interstate mergers or acquisitions. For a
discussion of the capital requirements, see ‘“The Increasing Regulatory Emphasis on Capital” above.
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The BHCA generally prohibits the Company from acquiring direct or indirect ownership or control of more than 5%
of the voting shares of any company that is not a bank and from engaging in any business other than that of banking,
managing and controlling banks or furnishing services to banks and their subsidiaries. This general prohibition is
subject to a number of exceptions. The principal exception allows bank holding companies to engage in, and to own
shares of companies engaged in, certain businesses found by the Federal Reserve prior to November 11, 1999 to be “so
closely related to banking ... as to be a proper incident thereto.” This authority would permit the Company to engage in
a variety of banking-related businesses, including the ownership and operation of a savings association, or any entity
engaged in consumer finance, equipment leasing, the operation of a computer service bureau (including software
development) and mortgage banking and brokerage. The BHCA generally does not place territorial restrictions on the
domestic activities of non-bank subsidiaries of bank holding companies.

Additionally, bank holding companies that meet certain eligibility requirements prescribed by the BHCA and elect to
operate as financial holding companies may engage in, or own shares in companies engaged in, a wider range of
nonbanking activities, including securities and insurance underwriting and sales, merchant banking and any other
activity that the Federal Reserve, in consultation with the Secretary of the Treasury, determines by regulation or order
is financial in nature or incidental to any such financial activity or that the Federal Reserve determines by order to be
complementary to any such financial activity and does not pose a substantial risk to the safety or soundness of
depository institutions or the financial system generally. The Company elected to, and continues to operate as, a
financial holding company.
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Federal law also prohibits any person or company from acquiring “control” of an FDIC-insured depository institution or
its holding company without prior notice to the appropriate federal bank regulator. “Control” is conclusively presumed
to exist upon the acquisition of 25% or more of the outstanding voting securities of a bank or bank holding company,
but may arise under certain circumstances between 10% and 24.99% ownership.

Capital Requirements. Bank holding companies are required to maintain capital in accordance with Federal Reserve
capital adequacy requirements, as affected by the Dodd-Frank Act and Basel III. For a discussion of capital
requirements, see “—The Increasing Regulatory Emphasis on Capital” above.

U.S. Government Investment in Bank Holding Companies. Events in the U.S. and global financial markets leading up
to the global financial crisis, including deterioration of the worldwide credit markets, have created significant
challenges for financial institutions throughout the country. In response to this crisis affecting the U.S. banking system
and financial markets, on October 3, 2008, the U.S. Congress passed, and the President signed into law, the
Emergency Economic Stabilization Act of 2008 (the “EESA”). The EESA authorized the Secretary of the Treasury to
implement various temporary emergency programs designed to strengthen the capital positions of financial institutions
and stimulate the availability of credit within the U.S. financial system. Financial institutions participating in certain
of the programs established under the EESA are required to adopt the Treasury’s standards for executive compensation
and corporate governance.

On October 14, 2008, the Treasury announced a program that provided Tier 1 capital (in the form
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