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The maximum number of shares of United Bankshares, Inc., or United Bankshares, common stock estimated to be issuable upon the completion of the United
Bankshares/Virginia Commerce Bancorp, Inc., or Virginia Commerce, merger described herein, which number may be higher or lower in accordance with the
formula described below. This number is based on (a) the number of shares of Virginia Commerce common stock outstanding and reserved for issuance as of
September 4, 2013, and (b) a share exchange ratio of 0.5442 of a share of United Bankshares common stock, solely for purposes of calculating the registration
fee, issuable in exchange for each of those shares of Virginia Commerce common stock in accordance with the Agreement and Plan of Reorganization, dated
January 29, 2013, by and between United Bankshares and Virginia Commerce attached to this prospectus and joint proxy statement as Appendix A.
Estimated solely for the purpose of calculating the registration fee required by Section 6(b) of the Securities Act and computed pursuant to Rules 457(f)(1)
and 457(c) of the Securities Act, based on a rate of $136.40 per $1,000,000 of the proposed maximum aggregate offering price. The proposed maximum
aggregate offering price of the registrant s common stock was calculated based upon the market value of shares of Virginia Commerce common stock (the
securities to be cancelled in the merger) in accordance with Rule 457(c) under the Securities Act as follows: the product of (1) $14.91, the market price per
share of the common stock of Virginia Commerce on September 4, 2013 and (2) 20,600,000, the estimated maximum number of shares of Virginia
Commerce common stock outstanding and reserved for issuance as of September 4, 2013.

United Bankshares, Inc. has previously paid $35,748.13 of the filing fee.

The Registrant hereby amends this Registration Statement on such date or dates as may be necessary to delay its effective date until the Registrant shall
file a further amendment that specifically states that this Registration Statement shall thereafter become effective in accordance with Section 8(a) of the
Securities Act or until this Registration Statement shall become effective on such date as the Commission, acting pursuant to said Section 8(a), may
determine.
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Information contained herein is subject to completion or amendment. A registration statement relating to these securities has been filed
with the Securities and Exchange Commission. These securities may not be sold nor may offers to buy be accepted prior to the time the
registration statement becomes effective. This document shall not constitute an offer to sell or the solicitation of an offer to buy nor shall
there be any sale of these securities in any jurisdiction in which such offer, solicitation or sale would be unlawful prior to registration or
qualification under the securities laws of any such jurisdiction.

PRELIMINARY SUBJECT TO COMPLETION DATED SEPTEMBER 5, 2013
MERGER PROPOSED YOUR VOTE IS VERY IMPORTANT
Dear Shareholder:

On January 29, 2013, United Bankshares, Inc. and Virginia Commerce Bancorp, Inc. announced a strategic business combination in which Virginia Commerce
will merge with and into a wholly-owned subsidiary of United Bankshares. The combined company, which will retain the United name, will have approximately
$11 billion in assets and operate 134 branches across the contiguous states of West Virginia, Virginia, Ohio, Pennsylvania and Maryland and the District of
Columbia. United Bankshares and Virginia Commerce are sending you this prospectus and joint proxy statement to invite you to attend a special meeting of
shareholders being held by each company to allow you to vote on the merger.

If the merger is completed, holders of Virginia Commerce common stock will receive 0.5442 shares of United Bankshares common stock in exchange for each
share of Virginia Commerce common stock held immediately prior to the merger, subject to the payment of cash in lieu of fractional shares. The number of
shares of United Bankshares common stock that Virginia Commerce shareholders will receive in the merger for each share of Virginia Commerce
common stock is fixed. The implied value of the consideration Virginia Commerce shareholders will receive in the merger will change depending on
changes in the market price of United Bankshares common stock and will not be known at the time you vote on the merger.

Based on the closing price of United Bankshares common stock on the NASDAQ Global Select Market, or Nasdaq (trading symbol UBSI ) on January 29, 2013,

the last trading day before public announcement of the merger, the 0.5442 exchange ratio represented approximately $14.00 in value for each share of Virginia
Commerce common stock. Based on United Bankshares closing price on [ ], 2013 of $[ ], the 0.5442 exchange ratio represented approximately $[ ] in value for each
share of Virginia Commerce common stock. Based on the 0.5442 exchange ratio and the number of shares of Virginia Commerce common stock outstanding and
reserved for issuance under various plans and agreements and in connection with various convertible securities as of [ ], 2013, the maximum number of shares of
United Bankshares common stock issuable in the merger is expected to be [ ].

The common stock of United Bankshares and Virginia Commerce are listed on the NASDAQ Global Select Market. United Bankshares and Virginia
Commerce urge you to obtain current market quotations for United Bankshares (trading symbol UBSI ) and Virginia Commerce (trading symbol VCBI ).

The merger is intended to be treated as a reorganization within the meaning of Section 368(a) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, and holders of
Virginia Commerce common stock are not expected to recognize any gain or loss for United States federal income tax purposes on the exchange of shares of
Virginia Commerce common stock for shares of United Bankshares common stock in the merger, except with respect to any cash received in lieu of fractional
shares of United Bankshares common stock.

At the special meeting of United Bankshares shareholders to be held on Monday, October 21, 2013, United Bankshares shareholders will be asked to vote to
(1) approve and adopt the merger agreement, (2) approve the issuance of the shares of United Bankshares common stock in connection with the merger, and
(3) adjourn, postpone or continue the special meeting, if necessary, in order to further solicit proxies if there are not sufficient votes at the time of the special
meeting to adopt the merger agreement. Adoption of the merger agreement and the issuance of the shares of United Bankshares common stock requires the
affirmative vote of a majority of the votes cast on the matter assuming that a quorum is present.

At the special meeting of Virginia Commerce shareholders to be held on Thursday, October 17, 2013, holders of Virginia Commerce common stock will be asked
to vote to (1) approve the merger agreement, (2) approve, in a non-binding advisory vote, certain compensation that may become payable to Virginia Commerce s
named executive officers in connection with the merger, and (3) grant the board of directors authority to adjourn, continue, or postpone the special meeting, if
necessary, in order to further solicit proxies if there are not sufficient votes at the time of the special meeting to approve the merger agreement. Approval of the
merger agreement requires the affirmative vote of the holders of at least a majority (50.1%) of the outstanding shares of Virginia Commerce common stock
entitled to vote at the special meeting.

The United Bankshares board of directors unanimously recommends that United Bankshares common shareholders vote FOR the approval and
adoption of the merger agreement, FOR the issuance of the shares of United Bankshares common stock and FOR the approval of the adjournment,
postponement or continuance of the special meeting, if necessary, to solicit additional proxies if there are not sufficient votes to approve and adopt the
merger agreement and approve the issuance of the United Bankshares common stock.

The Virginia Commerce board of directors unanimously recommends that Virginia Commerce common shareholders vote FOR the approval of the
merger agreement, FOR the approval, in a non-binding advisory vote, of certain compensation that may become payable to Virginia Commerce s named
executive officers in connection with the merger, and FOR granting the board the authority to adjourn, postpone, or continue the special meeting, if
necessary, in order to further solicit proxies if there are not sufficient votes to approve the merger agreement.
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This document describes the special meetings, the merger, the documents related to the merger and other related matters. Please carefully read this
entire document, including _Risk Factors beginning on page 20 for a discussion of the risks relating to the proposed merger and owning United
Bankshares common stock after the merger. You also can obtain information about United Bankshares and Virginia Commerce from documents that
each has filed with the Securities and Exchange Commission.

Richard M. Adams

Chairman of the Board and Chief Executive Officer
United Bankshares, Inc.

Peter A. Converse

President and Chief Executive Officer

Virginia Commerce Bancorp, Inc.

Neither the Securities and Exchange Commission nor any state securities commission or bank regulatory agency has approved or disapproved the United
Bankshares common stock to be issued under this document or passed upon the adequacy or accuracy of this document. Any representation to the
contrary is a criminal offense.

The securities to be issued in the merger are not savings and deposit accounts and are not insured by the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation, or any
other governmental agency.

The date of this document is [ ], 2013, and it is first being mailed or otherwise delivered to United Bankshares shareholders and Virginia Commerce shareholders
on or about [ ], 2013.
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NOTICE OF SPECIAL MEETING OF SHAREHOLDERS
TO BE HELD ON MONDAY, OCTOBER 21, 2013

On Monday, October 21, 2013, United Bankshares, Inc. ( United Bankshares ) will hold a Special Meeting of Shareholders at 4:00 p.m., local
time, at:

United Square
Fifth and Avery Streets, 10th Floor
Parkersburg, West Virginia 26101

to consider and vote upon the following matters:

(1) aproposal to approve and adopt the Agreement and Plan of Reorganization, dated as of January 29, 2013 among United Bankshares,
Inc., its subsidiary George Mason Bankshares, Inc. and Virginia Commerce Bancorp, Inc., and related plan of merger, as each may be
amended from time to time (the merger agreement );

(2) aproposal to approve the issuance of the shares of United Bankshares common stock to Virginia Commerce shareholders pursuant to
the merger agreement; and

(3) aproposal to approve the adjournment, postponement or continuance of the special meeting, on one or more occasions, if necessary or
appropriate, to solicit additional proxies, in the event that there are not sufficient votes at the time of the special meeting to adopt the
merger agreement and approve the issuance of United Bankshares common stock.

The United Bankshares board of directors has fixed the close of business on September 4, 2013, as the record date for the special meeting. Only
United Bankshares shareholders of record at that time are entitled to notice of, and to vote at, the special meeting, or any adjournment or
postponement of the special meeting. Adoption of the merger agreement and issuance of United Bankshares common stock in accordance with
the merger agreement requires the affirmative vote of a majority of the votes cast on the matter, assuming that a quorum is present.

Whether or not you plan to attend the special meeting, please vote your shares as soon as possible. If you are a shareholder of record, you may
vote your shares by submitting your proxy card by mail, by accessing the Internet site listed on the United Bankshares proxy card, by voting
telephonically using the phone number listed on the United Bankshares proxy card or by submitting your proxy card by mail. To submit your
proxy by mail, please complete, sign, date and return the accompanying proxy card in the enclosed self-addressed, stamped envelope. This will
not prevent you from voting in person, but it will help to secure a quorum and avoid added solicitation costs. Any holder of record of United
Bankshares common stock who is present at the special meeting may vote in person instead of by proxy, thereby canceling any previous proxy.
In any event, a proxy may be revoked in writing at any time before the special meeting in the manner described in the accompanying document.

If you beneficially hold your shares through a bank, broker, nominee or other holder of record, please vote your shares as soon as possible by
following the voting instructions you receive from such holder of record.

The United Bankshares board of directors has unanimously adopted and approved the merger and the merger agreement and recommends that
United Bankshares shareholders vote FOR  the proposals set forth herein.

By Order of the Board of Directors
Richard M. Adams

Chairman of the Board of Directors and Chief Executive Officer
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YOUR VOTE IS IMPORTANT. PLEASE VOTE YOUR SHARES PROMPTLY, REGARDLESS OF WHETHER YOU PLAN TO
ATTEND THE SPECIAL MEETING.
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NOTICE OF SPECIAL MEETING OF SHAREHOLDERS
TO BE HELD ON THURSDAY, OCTOBER 17, 2013

On Thursday, October 17, 2013, Virginia Commerce Bancorp, Inc. ( Virginia Commerce ) will hold a Special Meeting of Shareholders at 10:00
a.m., local time, at:

The Washington Golf and Country Club
3017 North Glebe Road
Arlington, Virginia 22207

to consider and vote upon the following matters:

(1) aproposal to approve the Agreement and Plan of Reorganization, dated as of January 29, 2013, as amended, among United
Bankshares, Inc., its subsidiary George Mason Bankshares, Inc. and Virginia Commerce Bancorp, Inc., and related plan of merger, as
each may be amended from time to time (the merger agreement );

(2) aproposal to approve, in a non-binding advisory vote, certain compensation that may become payable to Virginia Commerce s named
executive officers in connection with the merger;

(3) aproposal to grant the board of directors authority to adjourn, postpone or continue the special meeting on one or more occasions, if
necessary or appropriate, to solicit additional proxies, in the event that there are not sufficient votes at the time of the special meeting
to approve the merger agreement; and

(4) to transact such other business as may properly come before the special meeting or any adjournment, postponement or continuance of
the special meeting.
The Virginia Commerce board of directors has fixed the close of business on September 4, 2013, as the record date for the special meeting. Only
Virginia Commerce shareholders of record at that time are entitled to notice of, and to vote at, the special meeting, or any adjournment,
postponement or continuance of the special meeting. Adoption of the merger agreement requires the affirmative vote of a majority (50.1%) of
the outstanding shares of Virginia Commerce common stock entitled to vote at the special meeting.

Whether or not you plan to attend the special meeting, please vote your shares as soon as possible. If you are a shareholder of record, you may
vote your shares by submitting your proxy card by mail, by accessing the Internet site listed on the Virginia Commerce proxy card, or by voting
telephonically using the phone number listed on the Virginia Commerce proxy card. To submit your proxy by mail, please complete, sign, date
and return the accompanying proxy card in the enclosed self-addressed, stamped envelope. This will not prevent you from voting in person, but
it will help to secure a quorum and avoid added solicitation costs. Any holder of record of Virginia Commerce common stock who is present at
the special meeting may vote in person instead of by proxy, thereby canceling any previous proxy. In any event, a proxy may be revoked at any
time before the special meeting in the manner described in the accompanying document.

If you beneficially hold your shares through a bank, broker, nominee or other holder of record, please vote your shares as soon as possible by
following the voting instructions you receive from such holder of record.

The Virginia Commerce board of directors has unanimously adopted and approved the merger and the merger agreement and recommends that
Virginia Commerce shareholders vote FOR  the proposals set forth herein.

By Order of the Board of Directors,

Peter A. Converse
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President and Chief Executive Officer

YOUR VOTE IS IMPORTANT. PLEASE VOTE YOUR SHARES PROMPTLY, REGARDLESS OF WHETHER YOU PLAN TO
ATTEND THE SPECIAL MEETING.
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REFERENCES TO ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

This document incorporates by reference important business and financial information about United Bankshares and Virginia
Commerce from documents that are not included in or delivered with this document.

You can obtain documents incorporated by reference in this document free of charge through the Securities and Exchange Commission
website (http://www.sec.gov) or by requesting them in writing or by telephone from United Bankshares or Virginia Commerce at the
following addresses:

United Bankshares, Inc. Virginia Commerce Bancorp, Inc.
514 Market Street 14201 Sullyfield Circle, Suite 500
Parkersburg, West Virginia 26102 Chantilly, Virginia 20151
Attention: Jennie Singer Attention: Jennifer Manning
Telephone: (304) 424-8800 Telephone: (703) 633-6120 x237
Georgeson, Inc. Eagle Rock Proxy Advisors, LLC
480 Washington Blvd., 26th Floor 12 Commerce Drive

Jersey City, New Jersey 07310 Cranford, New Jersey 07016
Telephone: (866) 277-8239 Telephone: (877) 705-6164

You will not be charged for any of these documents that you request. United Bankshares shareholders requesting documents should do so by
Friday, October 11, 2013, in order to receive them before their special meeting. Virginia Commerce shareholders requesting documents should
do so by Monday, October 7, 2013, in order to receive them before their special meeting.

You should rely only on the information contained or incorporated by reference into this document. No one has been authorized to provide you
with information that is different from that contained in, or incorporated by reference into, this document. This document is dated [ ], 2013, and
you should assume that the information in this document is accurate only as of such date. You should assume that the information incorporated
by reference into this document is accurate as of the date of such document. Neither the mailing of this document to Virginia Commerce
shareholders or United Bankshares shareholders nor the issuance by United Bankshares of shares of United Bankshares common stock in
connection with the merger will create any implication to the contrary.

Information on the websites of United Bankshares or Virginia Commerce, or any subsidiary of United Bankshares or Virginia Commerce, is not
part of this document. You should not rely on that information in deciding how to vote.

This document does not constitute an offer to sell, or a solicitation of an offer to buy, any securities, or the solicitation of a proxy, in any
jurisdiction to or from any person to whom it is unlawful to make any such offer or solicitation in such jurisdiction. Except where the
context otherwise indicates, information contained in this document regarding Virginia Commerce has been provided by Virginia
Commerce and information contained in this document regarding United Bankshares has been provided by United Bankshares.

See Where You Can Find More Information on page 142.
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

The following are answers to certain questions that you may have regarding the Virginia Commerce special meeting, the United Bankshares
special meeting and the merger. United Bankshares and Virginia Commerce urge you to read carefully the remainder of this document because
the information in this section may not provide all the information that might be important to you in determining how to vote, including the risk
factors beginning on page 20. Additional important information is also contained in the appendices to, and the documents incorporated by
reference in, this document.

Q: What are holders of Virginia Commerce common stock being asked to vote on?

A: Holders of Virginia Commerce common stock are being asked to vote to approve the Agreement and Plan of Reorganization, dated as of
January 29, 2013, as amended, among United Bankshares, Inc., its subsidiary George Mason Bankshares, Inc., and Virginia Commerce
Bancorp, Inc., and related plan of merger (the merger agreement ), as each may be amended from time to time (the Virginia Commerce
Merger Proposal ), to approve, in a non-binding advisory vote, certain compensation that may become payable to Virginia Commerce s
named executive officers in connection with the merger (the Virginia Commerce Merger-Related Compensation Proposal ), and to approve
a proposal granting the Virginia Commerce board the right to adjourn, continue or postpone the special meeting, on one or more occasions,
if necessary or appropriate, to solicit additional proxies, in the event that there are not sufficient votes at the time of the special meeting to
approve the Virginia Commerce Merger Proposal (the Virginia Commerce Adjournment Proposal ).

Q: When and where is the Virginia Commerce special meeting of shareholders?

A:  The special meeting of Virginia Commerce shareholders will be held at The Washington Golf and Country Club, 3017 North Glebe Road,
Arlington, Virginia 22207 on Thursday, October 17, 2013 at 10:00 a.m., local time.

Q: What are holders of United Bankshares common stock being asked to vote on?

A: Holders of United Bankshares common stock are being asked to vote to approve and adopt the merger agreement as such agreement may
be amended from time to time (the United Bankshares Merger Proposal ), approve the issuance of the shares of United Bankshares
common stock to Virginia Commerce shareholders pursuant to the merger agreement (the United Bankshares Stock Issuance Proposal ) and
approve the adjournment, postponement or continuance of the special meeting, on one or more occasions, if necessary or appropriate, to
solicit additional proxies, in the event that there are not sufficient votes at the time of the special meeting to approve the foregoing
proposals (the United Bankshares Adjournment Proposal ).

Q: When and where is the United Bankshares special meeting of shareholders?

A:  The special meeting of United Bankshares shareholders will be held at United Square, Fifth and Avery Streets, 10th Floor, Parkersburg,
West Virginia 26101 on Monday, October 21, 2013 at 4:00 p.m., local time.

Q: What do holders of Virginia Commerce common stock need to do now?

A:  After you have carefully read this document and have decided how you wish to vote your shares, please vote your shares as soon as
possible. If you are a shareholder of record, to vote by proxy card, indicate on your proxy card how you want your shares to be voted with
respect to each of the matters indicated. When complete, sign, date and mail your proxy card in the enclosed postage-paid return envelope
as soon as possible. Alternatively, you may vote by telephone or through the Internet by following the voting instructions found on your
proxy card. If you beneficially hold your shares through a bank, broker, nominee or other holder of record, you should follow the voting
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instructions you receive from that holder of record to vote your shares.
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Submitting your proxy by Internet, telephone or mail or directing your bank or broker to vote your shares will ensure that your shares are
represented and voted at the Virginia Commerce special meeting. If you would like to attend the Virginia Commerce special meeting, see The
Virginia Commerce Special Meeting ~ Attending the Special Meeting beginning on page 63.

Q: What do United Bankshares shareholders need to do now?

A:  After you have carefully read this document and have decided how you wish to vote your shares, please vote your shares as soon as
possible. If you are a shareholder of record, to vote by proxy card, indicate on your proxy card how you want your shares to be voted with
respect to each of the matters indicated. When complete, sign, date and mail your proxy card in the enclosed postage-paid return envelope
as soon as possible. Alternatively, you may vote by telephone or through the Internet by following the voting instructions found on your
proxy card. If you beneficially hold your shares through a bank, broker, nominee or other holder of record, you should follow the voting
instructions you receive from that holder of record to vote your shares.

Submitting your proxy by Internet, telephone or mail or directing your bank or broker to vote your shares will ensure that your shares are

represented and voted at the United Bankshares special meeting. If you would like to attend the United Bankshares special meeting, see The

United Bankshares Special Meeting  Attending the Special Meeting beginning on page 58.

Q: Who may solicit proxies on Virginia Commerce s behalf?

A: In addition to solicitation of proxies by Virginia Commerce by mail, proxies may also be solicited by Virginia Commerce s directors and
employees personally, and by telephone, facsimile or other means. Virginia Commerce has also made arrangements with Eagle Rock
Proxy Advisors, LLC to assist it in soliciting proxies. For more information on solicitation of proxies in connection with the special
meeting of Virginia Commerce shareholders, see The Virginia Commerce Special Meeting-Solicitation of Proxies beginning on page 62.

Q: Who may solicit proxies on United Bankshares behalf?

A: In addition to solicitation of proxies by United Bankshares by mail, proxies may also be solicited by United Bankshares directors and
employees personally, and by telephone, facsimile or other means. United Bankshares has also made arrangements with Georgeson, Inc.,
or Georgeson, to assist it in soliciting proxies. For more information on solicitation of proxies in connection with the special meeting of
United Bankshares shareholders, see The United Bankshares Special Meeting-Solicitation of Proxies beginning on page 57.

Q: Why is my vote as a holder of Virginia Commerce common stock important?

A: If you do not vote by proxy card, telephone or Internet or vote in person at the Virginia Commerce special meeting, it will be more
difficult for Virginia Commerce to obtain the necessary quorum to hold its special meeting. In addition, approval of the Virginia
Commerce Merger Proposal requires the affirmative vote of a majority (50.1%) of the outstanding shares of the Virginia Commerce
common stock entitled to vote at the special meeting. The Virginia Commerce board of directors recommends that you vote to
approve the merger agreement. Further, due to the importance of the vote to approve the merger agreement, Virginia Commerce is also
seeking authority from shareholders through the Virginia Commerce Adjournment Proposal to grant authority to the board of directors to
adjourn the special meeting to temporarily delay the meeting to provide time for management to solicit additional proxies in the event
there are insufficient votes to approve the merger agreement.
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Q: Why is my vote as a United Bankshares shareholder important?

A: If you do not vote by proxy, telephone or Internet or vote in person at the United Bankshares special meeting, it will be more difficult for
United Bankshares to obtain the necessary quorum to hold its special meeting. In addition, approval of the United Bankshares Merger
Proposal and the United Bankshares Stock Issuance Proposal requires the affirmative vote of a majority of the votes cast on the matter.
The United Bankshares board of directors recommends that you vote to approve and adopt the merger agreement and to approve
the issuance of the shares of United Bankshares common stock. Further, due to the importance of the vote to approve and adopt the
merger agreement, United Bankshares is also seeking, through the United Bankshares Adjournment Proposal, authority from shareholders
to adjourn the special meeting to temporarily delay the meeting to provide time for management to solicit additional proxies in the event
there are insufficient votes to approve the merger agreement.

Q: If my shares are held in street name by my broker, will my broker automatically vote my shares for me?

A:  No. Your broker cannot vote your shares without instructions from you. You should instruct your broker as to how to vote your shares,
following the directions your broker provides to you. Please check the voting form used by your broker. Without instructions, your shares
will not be voted, which will have the effect described below.

Q: What if I abstain from voting or fail to instruct my broker or other holder of record how to vote?

A: Ifyou are a holder of Virginia Commerce common stock and you submit a proxy card in which you abstain from voting, the abstention
will be counted toward a quorum at the Virginia Commerce special meeting, but it will have the same effect as a vote against the Virginia
Commerce Merger Proposal. An abstention will have no effect on either the Virginia Commerce Merger-Related Compensation Proposal
or the Virginia Commerce Adjournment Proposal.

If you are a holder of United Bankshares common stock and you submit a proxy card in which you abstain from voting, the abstention will be

counted toward a quorum at the United Bankshares special meeting, but it will have no effect on any of the three proposals.

If your bank, broker, nominee or other holder of record holds your shares of United Bankshares or Virginia Commerce common stock in = street
name, for each proposal your bank, broker, nominee or other holder of record generally will vote such shares only if you provide instructions on
how to vote by filling out the voter instruction form sent to you by your broker, bank, nominee or other holder of record with this prospectus and
joint proxy statement. Your shares held in street name generally will not be voted on any proposal with respect to which you do not provide
voting instructions (referred to as broker non-votes). Broker non-votes will have the same effect as a vote against the Virginia Commerce

Merger Proposal, but will have no effect on any other proposal at the Virginia Commerce special meeting or any proposal at the United
Bankshares special meeting.

Q: CanI attend the Virginia Commerce special meeting and vote my shares in person?

A:  Yes. All holders of Virginia Commerce common stock, including shareholders of record and shareholders who beneficially own their
shares through banks, brokers, nominees or any other holder of record, are invited to attend the Virginia Commerce special meeting.
Holders of record of Virginia Commerce common stock as of the record date can vote in person at the Virginia Commerce special
meeting. If you wish to vote in person at the special meeting and if you are a shareholder of record, you should bring the enclosed proxy
card and proof of identity. If you hold your shares in street name, through your broker or beneficially own your shares through another
holder of record, you will need to bring with you and provide to the inspectors of election proof of identity and a letter from your bank,
broker, nominee or other holder of record confirming your beneficial ownership of common stock as of the record date (a written proxy
from your
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holder of record). At the appropriate time during the special meeting, the shareholders present will be asked whether anyone wishes to vote
in person. You should raise your hand at this time to receive a ballot to record your vote. Everyone who attends the special meeting must
abide by the rules for the conduct of the meeting distributed at the meeting.

Even if you plan to attend the special meeting, you are encouraged to vote your shares as soon as possible.

Q: CanI attend the United Bankshares special meeting and vote my shares in person?

A:  Yes. All holders of United Bankshares common stock, including shareholders of record and shareholders who beneficially own their shares
through banks, brokers, nominees or any other holder of record, are invited to attend the United Bankshares special meeting. Holders of
record of United Bankshares common stock as of the record date can vote in person at the United Bankshares special meeting. If you wish
to vote in person at the special meeting and if you are a shareholder of record, you should bring the enclosed proxy card and proof of
identity. If you hold your shares in street name, through your broker or beneficially own your shares through another holder of record, you
will need to bring with you and provide to the inspectors of election proof of identity and a letter from your bank, broker, nominee or other
holder of record confirming your beneficial ownership of common stock as of the record date (a written proxy from your holder of record).
At the appropriate time during the special meeting, the shareholders present will be asked whether anyone wishes to vote in person. You
should raise your hand at this time to receive a ballot to record your vote. Everyone who attends the special meeting must abide by the
rules for the conduct of the meeting distributed at the meeting.

Even if you plan to attend the special meeting, you are encouraged to vote your shares as soon as possible.

Q: Will Virginia Commerce be required to submit the Virginia Commerce Merger Proposal to its shareholders even if the Virginia
Commerce board of directors has withdrawn or modified its recommendation?

A:  Yes. Unless the merger agreement is terminated before the Virginia Commerce special meeting, Virginia Commerce is required to submit
the Virginia Commerce Merger Proposal to its shareholders even if the Virginia Commerce board of directors has withdrawn or modified
its recommendation, consistent with the terms of the merger agreement.

Q: Will United Bankshares be required to submit the United Bankshares Merger Proposal to its shareholders even if the United
Bankshares board of directors has withdrawn, modified or qualified its recommendation?

A:  Yes. Unless the merger agreement is terminated before the United Bankshares special meeting, United Bankshares is required to submit
the United Bankshares Merger Proposal to its shareholders even if the United Bankshares board of directors has withdrawn or modified its
recommendation, consistent with the terms of the merger agreement.

Q: Is the merger expected to be taxable to Virginia Commerce shareholders?

A:  Generally, no. The merger is intended to be treated as a reorganization within the meaning of Section 368(a) of the Internal Revenue Code
of 1986, as amended, or the Code, and holders of Virginia Commerce common stock are not expected to recognize any gain or loss for
United States federal income tax purposes on the exchange of shares of Virginia Commerce common stock for shares of United
Bankshares common stock in the merger, except with respect to any cash received instead of fractional shares of United Bankshares
common stock. You should read Material U.S. Federal Income Tax Consequences of the Merger beginning on page 123 for a more
complete discussion of the United States federal income tax
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consequences of the merger. Tax matters can be complicated and the tax consequences of the merger to you will depend on your particular
tax situation. You should consult your tax advisor to determine the specific tax consequences of the merger to you.

Q: IfIam a holder of Virginia Commerce common stock, can I change or revoke my vote?

A:  Yes. If you are a shareholder of record of common stock, you may change your vote and revoke your proxy by:

before the meeting, voting by telephone or the Internet at a later time;

before the meeting, submitting a properly signed proxy card with a later date;

voting in person at the Virginia Commerce special meeting subject to proof of identity; or

delivering written notice that you wish to revoke your proxy to Jennifer Manning, with an office located at 14201 Sullyfield Circle,

Suite 500, Chantilly, Virginia 20151, at or before the Virginia Commerce special meeting. You must include your control number.
If you hold shares in street name, you must follow your broker s instructions to change your vote. Any record holder of Virginia Commerce
common stock, or street name holder with a written proxy from the record holder, entitled to vote in person at the Virginia Commerce special
meeting may vote in person regardless of whether a proxy has been previously given, but the mere presence of a shareholder at the special
meeting will not constitute revocation of a previously given proxy.

Q: IfI am a United Bankshares shareholder, can I change or revoke my vote?

A:  Yes. If you are a shareholder of record of common stock, you may change your vote and revoke your proxy by:

before the meeting, voting by telephone or the Internet at a later time;

before the meeting, submitting a properly signed proxy card with a later date;

voting in person at the United Bankshares special meeting subject to proof of identity; or

delivering written notice that you wish to revoke your proxy to James J. Consagra, Jr. and Steven E. Wilson or either one of them,
with an office located at United Square, Fifth and Avery Streets, Parkersburg, West Virginia 26101, at or before the United
Bankshares special meeting. You must include your control number.
If you hold shares in street name, you must follow your broker s instructions to change your vote. Any record holder of United Bankshares
common stock, or street name holder with a written proxy from the record holder, entitled to vote in person at the United Bankshares special
meeting may vote in person regardless of whether a proxy has been previously given, but the mere presence of a shareholder at the special
meeting will not constitute revocation of a previously given proxy.

Q: IfIam a Virginia Commerce shareholder, do I have appraisal or dissenters rights?
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No. Under Virginia law, holders of Virginia Commerce common stock will not be entitled to exercise any appraisal or dissenters rights in
connection with any of the proposals being presented to them.

If I am a United Bankshares shareholder, do I have appraisal or dissenters rights?

No. Under West Virginia law, holders of United Bankshares common stock will not be entitled to exercise any appraisal or dissenters
rights in connection with any of the proposals being presented to them.
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If T am a holder of Virginia Commerce common stock with shares represented by stock certificates, should I send in my Virginia
Commerce stock certificates now?

No. You should not send in your Virginia Commerce stock certificates at this time. After completion of the merger, United Bankshares
will send you instructions for exchanging Virginia Commerce stock certificates for the merger consideration. The shares of United
Bankshares common stock that Virginia Commerce shareholders will receive in the merger will be issued in book-entry form. Please do
not send in your stock certificates with your proxy card.

What should I do if I hold my shares of Virginia Commerce common stock in book-entry form?

After the completion of the merger, United Bankshares will send you instructions for exchanging shares of Virginia Commerce common
stock held in book-entry form for shares of United Bankshares common stock in book-entry form and cash to be paid instead of fractional
shares of United Bankshares common stock.

Can I place my Virginia Commerce stock certificate(s) into book-entry form prior to the merger?

Yes. Virginia Commerce stock certificates can be placed into book-entry form prior to the merger. For more information, please contact
Registrar & Transfer Company at (800) 368-5948.

Who can I contact if I cannot locate my Virginia Commerce stock certificate(s)?

If you are unable to locate your original Virginia Commerce stock certificate(s), you should contact Computershare Limited at
(888) 470-5886.

When do you expect to complete the merger?

United Bankshares and Virginia Commerce currently expect to complete the merger during the fourth quarter of 2013. However, they
cannot assure you when or if the merger will occur. United Bankshares and Virginia Commerce must, among other things, obtain the
approvals of Virginia Commerce shareholders and United Bankshares shareholders at their respective special meetings and the required
regulatory approvals described below in The Merger Agreement Conditions of the Merger beginning on page 112.

What happens if the merger is not completed?

If the merger is not completed, holders of Virginia Commerce common stock will not receive any consideration for their shares in
connection with the merger. Instead, Virginia Commerce will remain an independent public company and its common stock will continue
to be listed and traded on Nasdaq. In addition, in certain circumstances, a termination fee may be required to be paid by Virginia
Commerce. See The Merger Agreement Effect of Termination; Termination Fee beginning on page 120 for a complete discussion of the
circumstances under which termination fees will be required to be paid.

Who will be soliciting proxies?
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In addition to soliciting proxies by mail, the directors and certain employees of Virginia Commerce may be soliciting proxies for the

Virginia Commerce special meeting. In addition, Virginia Commerce has engaged Eagle Rock Proxy Advisors, LLC to assist with

soliciting proxies on behalf of Virginia Commerce. See The Virginia Commerce Special Meeting Solicitation of Proxies beginning on page

62 for more information.
In addition to soliciting proxies by mail, certain employees of United Bankshares may be soliciting proxies for the United Bankshares special
meeting. United Bankshares has retained Georgeson, Inc. to assist with soliciting proxies on behalf of United Bankshares. See The United
Bankshares Special Meeting Solicitation of Proxies beginning on page 57 for more information.
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Whom should I call with questions?

Virginia Commerce shareholders should contact Jennifer Manning at Virginia Commerce by telephone at (703) 633-6120 x237, or Eagle
Rock Proxy Advisors, LLC, Virginia Commerce s proxy solicitor, toll-free at (877) 705-6164. United Bankshares shareholders should call
Jennie Singer at United Bankshares by telephone at (304) 424-8800, or Computershare Limited, United Bankshares exchange agent,
toll-free at (888) 470-5886.
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SUMMARY

This summary highlights selected information from this prospectus and joint proxy statement. It does not contain all of the information that may
be important to you. We urge you to carefully read this entire prospectus and joint proxy statement and the other documents to which this
prospectus and joint proxy statement refers to fully understand the merger and the other matters to be considered at the special meeting. See
Where You Can Find More Information on page 142 to obtain the information incorporated by reference into this prospectus and joint proxy
statement without charge. Each item in this summary includes a page reference directing you to a more complete description of that item.

The Merger (page 111)

We have attached the merger agreement to this prospectus and joint proxy statement as Appendix A. We encourage you to read the merger
agreement. It is the legal document that governs the merger.

In the merger, United Bankshares will acquire Virginia Commerce by means of the merger of Virginia Commerce into George Mason
Bankshares, Inc., or George Mason, which is a subsidiary of United Bankshares. George Mason will be the surviving entity in the merger.

Each share of Virginia Commerce common stock outstanding will be converted in the merger into 0.5442 shares of United Bankshares common
stock as further described below. We expect to complete the merger in the fourth quarter of 2013, although there can be no assurance in this
regard.

Exchange Ratio in the Merger (page 111)

Upon completion of the merger, each Virginia Commerce shareholder will receive 0.5442 shares of United Bankshares common stock for each
share of Virginia Commerce common stock held immediately prior to the merger. We refer to this ratio as the exchange ratio. The aggregate
number of shares of United Bankshares common stock to which a Virginia Commerce shareholder will be entitled upon completion of the
merger will equal 0.5442 multiplied by the number of shares of Virginia Commerce common stock held by that Virginia Commerce shareholder.
However, United Bankshares will not issue any fractional shares. A Virginia Commerce shareholder entitled to a fractional share of United
Bankshares common stock will instead receive an amount in cash equal to the fraction of a whole share of United Bankshares common stock to
which such shareholder would otherwise be entitled multiplied by the average of the daily closing prices for the shares of United Bankshares
common stock for the 20 consecutive full trading days on which such shares are actually traded on Nasdaq, ending at the close of trading on the
tenth trading day immediately prior to the date on which the merger is completed. As an example, a holder of 100 shares of Virginia Commerce
common stock would receive 54 shares of United Bankshares common stock and an amount of cash equal to the product of 0.42 and the average
of the daily closing prices for the shares of United Bankshares common stock for the 20 consecutive full trading days on which United
Bankshares common stock is traded ending at the close of trading on the tenth trading day immediately prior to the date on which the merger is
completed. A Virginia Commerce shareholder whose direct shareholdings are represented by multiple Virginia Commerce stock certificates will
have all shares associated with those stock certificates aggregated for purposes of calculating whole shares and cash in lieu of fractional shares to
be received upon completion of the merger.

The exchange ratio is a fixed ratio. Therefore, the number of shares of United Bankshares common stock to be received by holders of Virginia
Commerce common stock in the merger will not change if the trading price of United Bankshares common stock or the market value of Virginia
Commerce common stock changes between now and the time the merger is completed, except in limited circumstances where the trading price
of United Bankshares common stock falls below certain thresholds when measured during a period shortly before the date that the merger is
scheduled to be completed, in which case, Virginia Commerce will have an opportunity to terminate the merger agreement if United Bankshares
elects not to adjust the exchange rate accordingly.

24



Edgar Filing: UNITED BANKSHARES INC/WV - Form S-4/A

Upon completion of the merger, we expect that United Bankshares shareholders will own approximately 73% of the combined company and
former Virginia Commerce shareholders will own approximately 27% of the combined company.

The market prices of both United Bankshares common stock and Virginia Commerce common stock will fluctuate prior to the merger.
You should obtain current stock price quotations for United Bankshares common stock.

Virginia Commerce s Reasons for the Merger (page 72)

In reaching its decision to adopt and approve the merger agreement, the merger and the other transactions contemplated by the merger
agreement, and to recommend that its shareholders approve the merger agreement, the Virginia Commerce board of directors consulted with
Virginia Commerce management, as well as its financial and legal advisors, and considered a number of factors, including, but not limited to
each of the following: the value of the United Bankshares common stock consideration being offered to Virginia Commerce shareholders, the
anticipated future trading value of the United Bankshares common stock consideration, and the expected future receipt by Virginia Commerce
shareholders of dividends as United Bankshares shareholders; each of Virginia Commerce s, United Bankshares , and the combined entity s
business, operations, financial condition, asset quality, earnings and prospects; the feasibility of, and the results that could be expected to be
obtained, if Virginia Commerce continued to operate independently; the process conducted by its financial advisors to assist the Virginia
Commerce board of directors in structuring the merger with United Bankshares; and the scale, scope, strength and diversity of operations that
could be achieved by combining Virginia Commerce with United Bankshares. For more detail concerning the factors considered by the Virginia
Commerce board of directors in reaching its decision to approve the merger agreement, see the section entitled The Merger Virginia
Commerce s Reasons for the Merger; Recommendation of the Virginia Commerce Board of Directors.

Virginia Commerce s Recommendation (page 72)

The Virginia Commerce board of directors believes that the merger is fair to and in the best interests of the Virginia Commerce shareholders.
Virginia Commerce s board of directors unanimously recommends that Virginia Commerce shareholders vote FOR the proposal to approve and
adopt the merger agreement, the merger and the other transactions contemplated thereby. For the factors considered by the Virginia Commerce
